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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "209" has been used to designate both Figure 2 "end" step 
and Figure 3 "end" step though the specification calls Figure 3 "end" step item number 
308. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pub. No. US 2002/0087432 A1 to Muniz (further referred to as Muniz, and further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,151 ,588 to Tozzoli et al. (further referred to as Tozzoli). 

Regarding claim 1 , Muniz discloses the method for selling used equipment online 
(page 1, paragraphs 0001-0011; page 2, paragraph 0014; page 4, paragraph 0052- 
0053; page 12, paragraph 0152), comprising: 

Receiving information representing items available for purchase (page 4, 
paragraph 0057-0059); 

Posting the information on an electronically viewable medium (page 4, paragraph 
0052-0053); 

Providing technical services related to the used equipment available for purchase 
to at least one of the buyer and seller through an integrated online service (page 2, 
paragraphs 0017-0018; page 4, paragraph 0057-0059; page 5, paragraphs 0060-0063; 
page 6, paragraphs 0078-0080; page 7, paragraph 0083). 
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Muniz does not disclose where the pre-owned equipment for sale is an integrated 
circuit manufacturing system. However, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that the method established for selling used equipment via an online system as 
disclosed by Muniz could be used for selling any type of used equipment, including an 
integrated circuit manufacturing system. The motivation would be to sell used 
integrated circuit manufacturing system equipment in an environment which facilitates 
an open sales arrangement to secure a sale efficiently and in a cost effective manner. 

Muniz does not disclose receiving an electronically transmitted bid from a buyer; 
transmitting the bid to a seller, and receiving a bid acceptance from the seller. 
However, Tozzoli discloses receiving an electronically transmitted bid from a buyer 
(column 6, line 54 - column 7, line 5), transmitting the bid to a seller (column 7, lines 1- 
3) and receiving a bid acceptance from the seller (column 7, lines 5-8). It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the method of receiving and 
accepting bids for offers of purchase for used equipment for sale in an electronic 
environment as disclosed by Tozzoli with the electronic method of selling and buying 
used equipment as disclosed by Muniz. The motivation would be to offer a completely 
electronic method by which would be offered for sale, bidding on by a buyer, and the bid 
accepted by the seller. 
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Regarding claim 2, Muniz discloses the method further comprising arranging for 
the shipment of equipment (integrated circuit manufacturing system or other equipment 
per the combination and motivation provided in claim 1 ) available for purchase from the 
seller to the buyer (page 12, paragraph 0152). 

Regarding claim 3, Muniz discloses the method wherein posting the information 
further comprises posting information representative of the equipment (integrated circuit 
manufacturing system or other equipment per the combination and motivation provided 
in claim 1 ) available for purchase on an Internet web site (page 4, paragraph 0057- 
0059; page 5, paragraphs 0060-0063; page 6, paragraphs 0078-0080; page 7, 
paragraph 0083). 

Regarding claim 4, Muniz discloses the method wherein posting the information 
further comprises electronically disseminating information regarding the equipment 
(integrated circuit manufacturing system or other equipment per the combination and 
motivation provided in claim 1 ) available to purchase to targeted potential buyers (page 

6, paragraph 0076; page 7, paragraph 0088 and 0090). 

Regarding claim 5, Muniz discloses the method wherein electronically 
disseminating information further comprises sending an electronic mail message (page 

7, paragraphs 0084 and 0088). 
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Regarding claim 6, Muniz discloses the method wherein receiving an 
electronically transmitted bid further comprises receiving an electronic bid message in a 
host equipment (integrated circuit manufacturing system or other equipment per the 
combination and motivation provided in claim 1 ) sales web site (page 1 , paragraphs 
0001-0010; page 4, paragraphs 0051-0053 and 0056-0057). 

Regarding claim 7, Muniz does not disclose the method wherein providing 
technical services further comprises at least one of providing system inspection 
services, providing system audit services, providing system decontamination services, 
and providing system refurbishment services. However, Muniz discloses the method in 
which buyers are offered links to other web pages (page 1 , paragraph 0007; page 12, 
paragraph 0152), directed to other vendors providing complementary goods or services 
(page 5, paragraph 0061 ). Muniz offers information per industry titles such as 
manufacturing (page 4, paragraph 0059; page 6, paragraph 0080) and customer service 
links and links to providers and information regarding their products and services (page 
1 0, paragraph 0128; page 1 1 , paragraph 0129). It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that any number of the links to related web sites within the manufacturing 
industry and the products and services offered by providers for interested buyers could 
include information related to providing system inspection services, providing system 
audit services, providing system decontamination services, and providing system 
refurbishment services. The motivation would be that these are basic services in a 
transaction related to buying and selling previously-owned equipment and a buyer 
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would want to access links via the website in order to secure such services if equipment 
were going to be purchased. 

Regarding claim 8, Muniz discloses the method further comprising providing 
payment (page 8, paragraph 0101) and shipping arrangements between the buyer and 
seller (page 12, paragraph 0152). 

Regarding claim 9, Muniz does not disclose the method wherein the payment 
arrangements further comprise at least one of an online escrow account arrangement, a 
cash on delivery arrangement, a credit arrangement, and a billable account set up with 
a host web site. However, Tozzoli discloses the method wherein the payment 
arrangements further comprise at least one of an online escrow account arrangement, a 
cash on delivery arrangement, a credit arrangement, and a billable account set up with 
a host web site (column 1 , lines 22-67). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the use of offering specific means of payment for goods purchased as 
disclosed by Tozzoli with the on-line selling and buying system as disclosed by Muniz. 
The motivation would be to complete the sale on line via commonly used methods of 
conducting electronic commerce financial transactions. 

Regarding claim 10, Muniz does not disclose the method further comprising 
receiving identification information from buyers and sellers, the identification information 
being calculated to facilitate secure access to the electronically viewable medium. 
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However, Tozzoli discloses the method further comprising receiving identification 
information from buyers and sellers, the identification information being calculated to 
facilitate secure access to the electronically viewable medium (column 5, lines 24-38; 
column 6, lines 10-22). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of secure access to a selling and buying web site as disclosed by Tozzoli with 
the on-line selling and buying system as disclosed by Muniz. The motivation would be 
that when operating within a web site for the purpose of conducting secure financial 
transactions, it is old and well known to require passwords and various types of 
identification in order to validate and authorize users of the web site. 

Claims 1 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muniz and Tozzoli, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,058,417 to Hess et al. 
(further referred to as eBay). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Muniz discloses a method for selling used equipment 
through an integrated electronic sales and technical service platform (page 1 , 
paragraphs 0001-001 1 ; page 2, paragraphs 0014 and 0017-0018; page 4, paragraph 
0052-0053 and 0057-0059; page 5, paragraphs 0060-0063; page 6, paragraphs 0078- 
0080; page 7, paragraph 0083; page 12, paragraph 0152), comprising: 

Posting information regarding pre-owned equipment available for purchase on an 
Internet web site (page 4, paragraphs 0052-0053 and 0057-0059); 
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Providing integrated technical services related to the sale of the pre-owned 
equipment through the Internet web site (page 2, paragraphs 001 7-001 8; page 4, 
paragraph 0057-0059; page 5, paragraphs 0060-0063; page 6, paragraphs 0078-0080; 
page 7, paragraph 0083). 

Muniz does not disclose where the pre-owned equipment for sale is an integrated 
circuit manufacturing system. However, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that the method established for selling used equipment via an online system as 
disclosed by Muniz could be used for selling any type of used equipment including an 
integrated circuit manufacturing system. The motivation would be to sell used 
integrated circuit manufacturing system equipment in an environment which facilitates 
an open sales arrangement to secure a sale efficiently and in a cost effective manner. 

Muniz does not disclose receiving an electronic purchase bid for a specific pre- 
owned equipment on the Internet web site. However, eBay discloses receiving bids for 
specific items (which could include pre-owned equipment) on the Internet web site 
(column 1 , lines 46-58). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the offering of particular items for sale as disclosed by eBay with the on-line selling and 
buying system as disclosed by Muniz. The motivation would be that a seller wishes to 
sell a particular item as opposed to one of many items and therefore distinguishing the 
particular item for sale is necessary. 

Muniz does not disclose transmitting the electronic purchase bid to a seller of the 
specific pre-owned equipment system; and receiving a purchase bid acceptance from 
the seller. However, Tozzoli discloses transmitting the electronic bid to a seller of the 
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(specific per combination and motivation above) pre-owned equipment system (column 
7, lines 1-3) and receiving a bid acceptance from the seller (column 7, lines 5-8). It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the method of transmitting 
and accepting bids for offers of purchase for used equipment for sale in an electronic 
environment as disclosed by Tozzoli with the electronic method of selling and buying 
used equipment as disclosed by Muniz. The motivation would be to offer a completely 
electronic method by which would be offered for sale, bidding on by a buyer, and the bid 
accepted by the seller. 

Regarding claim 12, Muniz discloses the method wherein posting information further 
comprises: 

Electronically receiving information regarding equipment (integrated circuit 
manufacturing system or other equipment per the combination and motivation provided 
in claim 1 1 ) available for purchase from a seller (page 4, paragraph 0057-0059); 

Converting the electronically received information into a format suitable for 
display on the Internet web site (page 4, paragraph 0053); and 

Displaying information representative of the equipment (integrated circuit 
manufacturing system or other equipment per the combination and motivation provided 
in claim 1 1 ) available for purchase on the Internet web site for viewing by potential 
purchasers (page 1, paragraphs 0001-0010; page 4, paragraph 0052-0053). 
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Regarding claim 13, Muniz discloses the method wherein posting further 
comprises disseminating information regarding the equipment (integrated circuit 
manufacturing system or other equipment per the combination and motivation provided 
in claim 1 1 ) available for purchase to predetermined potential buyers (page 6, 
paragraph 0076; page 7, paragraph 0088 and 0090). 

Regarding claim 14, Muniz does not disclose the method wherein providing 
technical services further comprises at least one of providing system inspection 
services, providing system audit services, providing system decontamination services, 
and providing system refurbishment services. However, Muniz discloses the method in 
which buyers are offered links to other web pages (page 1 , paragraph 0007; page 12, 
paragraph 0152), directed to other vendors providing complementary goods or services 
(page 5, paragraph 0061 ). Muniz offers information per industry titles such as 
manufacturing (page 4, paragraph 0059; page 6, paragraph 0080) and customer service 
links and links to providers and information regarding their products and services (page 
10, paragraph 0128; page 1 1 , paragraph 0129). It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that any number of the links to related web sites within the manufacturing 
industry and the products and services offered by providers for interested buyers could 
include information related to providing system inspection services, providing system 
audit services, providing system decontamination services, and providing system 
refurbishment services. The motivation would be that these are basic services in a 
transaction related to buying and selling previously-owned equipment and a buyer 
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would want to access links via the website in order to secure such services if equipment 
were going to be purchased. 

Regarding claim 15, Muniz does not disclose the method wherein receiving an 
electronic purchase bid further comprises receiving an electronic purchase bid having at 
least one condition of sale relating to technical services to be conducted on the pre- 
owned integrated circuit manufacturing system. However, based on the combination 
and motivation as set forth in claim 14, any of these services could be elected as part of 
the purchase bid. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that if these 
services were available to buyers, that buyers may elect to include them in their bid. 
The motivation would be to purchase services generally required with the purchase of 
previously-used equipment at the time of purchase through associated links on the web 
site. 

Regarding claim 16, Muniz does not disclose the method wherein transmitting 
the electronic purchase bid to a seller further comprises sending an electronic mail 
message to the seller. However, Tozzoli discloses the method wherein transmitting the 
electronic purchase bid to a seller further comprises sending an electronic mail 
message to the seller (column 7, lines 55-65). It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the use of electronic mail notifying the seller of a bid as 
disclosed by Tozzoli with the electronic method of selling and buying used equipment as 
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disclosed by Muniz. The motivation would be to use a common communication mode 
when operating in an Internet environment to notify the seller of an awaiting bid. 

Regarding claim 17, Muniz discloses the method further comprising providing at 
least one payment (page 8, paragraph 0101) and shipping (page 12, paragraph 0152) 
option to the buyer. 

Regarding claim 18, Muniz does not disclose the method wherein the at least 
one payment arrangement further comprises at least one of an online escrow account, a 
cash on delivery arrangement, a credit arrangement, and a billable account set up with 
a host web site. However, Tozzoli discloses the method wherein the at least one 
payment arrangement further comprise at least one of an online escrow account, a cash 
on delivery arrangement, a credit arrangement, and a billable account set up with a host 
web site (column 1 , lines 22-67). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include the use of offering specific means of payment for goods purchased as disclosed 
by Tozzoli with the on-line selling and buying system as disclosed by Muniz. The 
motivation would be to complete the sale on line via commonly used methods of 
conducting electronic commerce financial transactions. 

Regarding claim 19, Muniz does not disclose the method further comprising 
receiving identification information from buyer and the seller, the identification 
information may be used to provide secure access to the Internet web site. However, 
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Tozzoli discloses the method further comprising receiving identification information from 
a buyer and the seller, wherein the identification information may be used to provide 
secure access to the Internet web site (column 5, lines 24-38; column 6, lines 10-22). It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of secure access 
to a selling and buying web site as disclosed by Tozzoli with the on-line selling and 
buying system as disclosed by Muniz. The motivation would be that when operating 
within a web site for the purpose of conducting secure financial transactions, it is old 
and well known to require passwords and various types of identification in order to 
validate and authorize users of the web site. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached at 571-272-6799. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3628 
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